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A Heartfelt Welcome! 

 

St Joseph's Catholic School Morrinsville was established in 1930 by the Sisters of Our Lady of the 

Missions, at the request of the local parishioners. We cater for Years 1-8, with a maximum roll of 

225 students. 

 

Our school’s Special Character and Charism (school story) defines ‘who’ we are, and as disciples 

of Jesus Christ, ensures we ‘LIVE Mission’ in all we do.  

 

The children are at the heart of everything we do. With Christ at our center and St. Joseph as our 

guide, we ensure that the Catholic ethos permeates every aspect of school life. Our aspiration 

for the entire school community is to strive to be the best versions of ourselves. 

 

VISION 
 

“Empowered Learners ‘Living’ Mission” 
“Whakamana Ākonga, Whakarangatira ngā tirohanga whānui” 

We are committed to nurturing all ākonga to become ‘empowered’: confident, competent 

people, who contribute with purpose to the world. Through Living Mission, we aim to instill a 

yearning to embrace God’s call; to serve and make a difference. 

 MISSION STATEMENT/MOTTO  
 

    “Guided by Faith, Connected in Purpose”  

“Ka ora ai te Iwi, nā te ngākau pono” 

Our motto inspires us to live out our faith through shared purpose and action, and a commitment 

to making a difference in the world.  This reflects our dedication to nurturing well-rounded 

learners who are prepared to lead with compassion and serve others in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

 

OUR CORE VALUES 
 

Our core values are the foundation of our Catholic school, shaping every aspect of our learning, 

relationships, and daily actions. With Christ at our center and St. Joseph as our model, these 

values permeate all we do, fostering a community where each person is nurtured, challenged, 

and inspired to grow into the best version of themselves. Our four core values are: 

 

Compassion - Ngakau Aroha 

Respect - Whakaute 

Integrity - Ngakaupono  

Endeavour - Takakawe 



 

 

HOUSE/WHAANAU GROUPS 

  
Our house/whaanau groups are an integral part of our school community, fostering a sense of 

belonging, unity, and shared purpose. They provide opportunities for tuakana-teina relationships, 

leadership, service and of course, healthy competition! We strengthen connections across all 

year levels, celebrate our collective achievements, and support one another. 

 

Children are allocated a house/whaanau group on arrival at school. Usually, siblings and cousins 

are placed in the same group. 

 

Our whaanau kaitiaki (house guardians) were chosen carefully. They connect to our history and 

are strong examples of discipleship that inspires us to uphold faith, integrity, and service in all we 

do.  Their legacy shapes our house/whaanau identity, fostering a shared sense of purpose, 

belonging, and responsibility to make a positive impact in the world. The four kaitiaki are: 

 

Barbier - Yellow 

Chanel - Red 

Aubert - Green 

Pompallier - Blue 
 

 

OUR SCHOOL  
 

We have an amazing school site with wonderful classroom spaces that accommodate all 

learners. The children have access to a modern adventure playground, extensive playing fields 

lined with historic oak trees, a swimming pool, netball, tennis and basketball courts, vegetable 

garden, prayer garden, native embankment plus a school hall. We are also super lucky to have 

our parish church right next door. 

 



 

 

 

School Information 

 

 

 

The following are key events and opportunities for students and parents/caregivers of St. 

Joseph’s Catholic School, listed alphabetically. 

 

ABSENCES 

The school office is to be contacted by 9.00am. This can be done via phone call or through the 

school app. There is an answer machine available for out of office times to leave a message. The 

school will text/phone to check on any unexplained absences after 9.15 am. 

 

Permission is required to leave the school grounds during school hours. If you wish to have your 

child leave school during this time, they must be signed out by an adult as per the book in the 

office main entrance. This is also to be completed on their return.  Formal uniform is the usual 

requirement when leaving the school grounds.  

 

If your child will be absent for three or more days during school time for an unjustified reason 

(e.g., for a holiday), please submit a request to the Principal, indicating the dates of absence. If 

this absence is for a medical reason, please inform the school office. 

 

APP 

Our school app is available to download from both the Google play 

store (Android) or the App Store (Apple). This app allows you to find our 

contact details, email absentees, receive daily notices and alerts from 

different school groups, as well as view and add school events to your 

phone’s calendar. 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Kidz Only runs out of our school hall from 3-6pm daily, and also before 

school, upon request. For more information check out their website or 

call on 022 350 2057 / 022 567 1760 or email kidz_only22@outlook.com    

 

BICYCLES 

All students must wear approved safety helmets if biking to and from 

school. It is recommended that bikes brought to school be locked. We 

encourage parents to follow current Police/ Road safety guidelines 

regarding the appropriate age for children to be riding on the road. Please note, the school 

does not take any responsibility for the safety of the bicycles.  

 

BOARD of TRUSTEES 

A current list of our board members can be found on our website http://www.stjoes.school.nz/  

 

 

mailto:kidz_only22@outlook.com
http://www.stjoes.school.nz/


BUS 

We have two bus areas with duty teachers assigned in the afternoons. Please encourage 

children to inform the duty teacher or the office if they are not travelling by bus on any particular 

day. Children must wear the allocated hi-vis bus safety vest. For any queries regarding buses, 

contact the school office. 

 

CAMPS 

We love the outdoors, and children from Year 5 up are encouraged to attend camp. These are 

held every second year. In addition, Year 7 and 8 students may also have the opportunity to 

attend a sports camp. Notification of any camp will be provided approximately two terms prior 

to the camp taking place.  

 

CHANGE OF CONTACT DETAILS 

For open communication and the safety of your child, please inform the school of any change 

of contact details as soon as possible. This includes emergency contact numbers. This can be 

done via our school website or by contacting the school office on 07 889 5306.  

 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 

The school must be notified immediately if your child develops a contagious disease such as 

meningitis or hepatitis. If we are informed, we are able to take actions that may protect other 

students.  

 

CULTURAL - KAPA HAKA 

Kapa Haka is an important part of our curriculum and there are opportunities for all students to 

be involved. We also have many other cultural opportunities and celebrations throughout the 

year. 

 

CURRICULUM 

At St. Joseph’s, we provide a rich and engaging curriculum that supports every child’s growth 

and success. We take a structured approach to teaching reading, writing, and mathematics, 

grounded in the Science of Learning, ensuring students develop strong foundational skills. 

Alongside these core areas, we offer a broad and dynamic curriculum that nurtures curiosity, 

creativity, and critical thinking. Our goal is to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and 

confidence to thrive in their learning journey and beyond. 

 

ENROLMENTS 

Enrolments come under two categories: Preference and Non-Preference. All enrolments are the 

responsibility of the Principal. 

Category 1: Preference Enrolment is granted by the Parish Priest or Deacon. Criteria for 

Preference status includes: 

1. The child is baptised Catholic 

2. All other children in the family are baptised Catholic 

3. One of both parents are baptised Catholic 

4. A significant other is baptised Catholic (e.g. Grandparent) 

5. Either parent is participating in the RCIA programme 

An appointment with the Parish Priest or Deacon is required to obtain a preference card. This is a 

prerequisite for enrolment at a Catholic school under this category. Once this is obtained, we 



can then proceed with enrolling your child.  Simply call the parish office, 07 889 6730 to arrange 

a meeting. Take along a copy of their Baptismal Certificate if applicable. Following this, you can 

arrange a meeting to take place at school.  

 

Category 2: Non-Preference Enrolment is limited to 20 children on the school roll who have either 

no or minimal Catholic connection. This is the responsibility of the Principal.  

 

FACEBOOK 

Our Facebook page link is https://www.facebook.com/StJosephsMorrinsville/ Do make sure you 

LIKE our page! 

 

FINANCIAL 

Attendance Dues: These are set by the Diocesan Office and approved by the Minister of 

Education.  2026 dues are $536.00 (incl GST) per year, per student.  

 

Accounts are sent out by the Catholic Integrated Schools Office each term and payment is 

made directly to that office. The address is: Catholic Integrated Schools Office, PO Box 4353, 

Hamilton East. 

 

Attendance Dues are a requirement under the Integration Act and parents are required to sign 

a contract upon enrolment, agreeing to pay these. If difficulty is experienced in paying these 

fees, please see the Principal or contact the Diocesan office.  

 

HEAD LICE 

The school would appreciate being notified if your child has head lice so that any further 

outbreaks can be limited.  

 

HOME LEARNING 

Home learning varies across year levels but will always focus on reinforcing and practicing skills 

rather than introducing new concepts. This may include reading, basic facts, spelling, and other 

essential learning. More importantly, we encourage students to apply their skills in meaningful 

ways at home - helping to prepare meals, assisting with shopping, reading to younger siblings, 

and using their creativity in everyday life. Our goal is to support lifelong learning that extends 

beyond the classroom. 

 

DIGITAL SAFETY 

At St. Joseph’s, we are committed to fostering safe and responsible digital citizens. Our students 

learn to navigate the online world with care, respect, and integrity. We teach age-appropriate 

digital safety practices, including protecting personal information, understanding online 

etiquette, and recognising potential risks. Our school has clear guidelines for device use, and we 

work in partnership with families to ensure students develop healthy, balanced technology 

habits.  

 

LOST PROPERTY  

Our lost property box, located in the hall entrance, is home to a growing collection of uniform 

items, drink bottles, hats, and the occasional lonely shoe. To help wayward items find their way 

home, please name all items clearly. While we do our best to reunite belongings with their 

owners, unlabeled treasures may eventually be rehomed. Save yourself the search - label it first! 

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephsMorrinsville/


 

MASS  

As a school we usually attend a Wednesday morning service at 10.00am which is a lovely 

midweek occasion. There is also Mass on Sundays and whilst attendance isn't compulsory, we do 

encourage you as part of your commitment to enrolling your child at St Joseph’s, to attend at 

least one of our twice termly ‘school masses’. We love to see our children and the families 

coming together - many friendships and connections are made as a result. Sunday mass times: 

 

1st Sunday of the month 9.00 am  

2nd Sunday of the month 11.00 am  

3rd Sunday of the month 9.00 am 

4th Sunday of the month 11.00 am 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month 9.00 am 

               

The Parish Priest or Parish Secretary can be contacted on 07 889 6730.  

 

MONEY TO SCHOOL 

Any money sent to school must be placed in a sealed envelope or snaplock bag with the child’s 

name, room number, amount of money and its purpose clearly shown. Payments need to be 

sent to the school office. Please do not give money to the classroom teacher unless notified to 

do so.  

 

There is also usually the option of paying by direct credit. Please ensure you pay to the correct 

suffix as shown on payment request as this may vary depending on the activity.  

 

NEWSLETTER 

Our school newsletter is digital, and is available published fortnightly on Tuesday via Seesaw, 

Facebook or email. The newsletter is also available via our school app and on our website 

http://www.stjoes.school.nz/  

 

PARENT FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE (PFC) 

The PFC are a team of volunteers, usually parents, committed to our children and school. They 

strive towards making a difference for our community. They also offer a support group to help 

those in need. Everyone is welcome to join.  

The PFC goals are:  

1. To be able to provide necessary resources for our children and school  

2. To organise social occasions for both children and parents  

Fundraising happens through various forms such as our ‘great’ Scrap Metal Drive, pies, 

entertainment books, calf rearing and numerous other fundraising initiatives. 

 

PARKING and DROP OFF GUIDELINES 

To ensure the safety of everyone, please note that the Linden Street entrance is a designated 

road rather than an official car park, so standard road rules apply. Angle parking is available on 

the northern side of Linden Street—please avoid parking on the yellow lines. Additional parking is 

available on Park Street, but we ask that the marked bus area remains clear. 

http://www.stjoes.school.nz/


To help ease congestion, we encourage parents and caregivers picking up younger students by 

car to use the Victoria Street gates where possible. The Church car park may also be used when 

it is not in use for other purposes. Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school pick-ups 

and drop-offs smooth and safe! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE & SPORT 

At St Joseph’s Catholic School, we love our sport, and we teach our tamariki to MOVE WELL! 

Fitness and games occur on a daily basis, often run by our student leaders.  

There are a multitude of sports on offer, including netball, touch rugby, basketball, hockey, 

gymnastics and many more! 

Our students take part in inter-school events from Years 3-8 and our Year 7-8 children have 

opportunities to participate in events at a regional level.  

We are fortunate to have our swimming pool, and this is used daily for our Junior students in Term 

1. During this term our older students bus to the town pools for regular skill development. 

 

Family pool keys are available for our School Pool through the school office and will be 

advertised through the school newsletter.  

 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

At St Joseph’s, we value open communication and a strong partnership between home and 

school. We provide written reports on student achievement twice a year, keeping you informed 

about your child's progress. In addition, we hold Student Learning Conversations twice yearly, 

offering an opportunity to discuss learning, celebrate successes, and set goals together. We 

prioritise working in partnership with families to support each child's growth and development. 

 

Written Reports come home towards the end of Term 2 and at the end of Term 4. 

 

Our teachers are always happy to discuss your child’s progress and learning. To ensure they can 

give you their full attention, we kindly ask that you arrange a time that works for both parties. 

Likewise, our Principal is available to meet with parents—booking an appointment in advance 

helps ensure they can focus fully on your concerns. We appreciate your understanding and look 

forward to working together to support your child! 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

Lucky Book Club brochures are sent home twice per term. Closing dates for order are posted in 

the school newsletter and on the school Facebook page.  

 

 

 



SCHOOL HOURS 

For safety reasons children are not permitted to be at school before 8.15am and need to have  

left the school grounds by 3.15pm, unless they are a bus student.  

 

All children should be in their classrooms by 8.45am ready for the 8.50am start time.  

 

Key Times:  

 

● 8.50am    Learning begins 

● 11.00am  Morning interval 

● 11.20am  Learning recommences 

● 12.45pm  Lunch – play 

● 1.25pm    Lunch - eating 

● 1.40pm    Return to class 

● 1.45pm    Learning recommences 

● 2.55pm    End of school day 

 

2026 Term Dates - dates for 2026 are available to view on our website.   

 

SEE SAW APP 

The SeeSaw app is our school real time reporting and communication tool.  You will be able to 

comment on, and view your child’s learning, and keep in touch with the teachers. 

 

SPECIAL CHARACTER AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

St Joseph’s Catholic School is a school of Special Catholic Character. 

 

As a Catholic School we provide an education for our children where the Catholic perspective 

covers all dimensions of our school life. We teach the Religious Education Curriculum - ‘Tō Tātou 

Whakapono’ which is taught in all New Zealand Catholic schools.  

 

The programme covers the attitudes, values, knowledge and skills that children in a Catholic 

school need to acquire. The teaching is done in a systematic way enabling children to 

appreciate and grow in Catholic Faith.  

 

St Joseph’s School also ensures that Religious Observances are part of the school so that the 

children can experience sacramental celebration and rituals which are appropriate to their 

stage of development.  

 

We encourage links between the home, the school, and the Parish. These three avenues are vital 

to developing a child’s concepts of the Catholic Faith.  

 

STATIONERY 

A list of all stationery requirements for the following year will be sent out at the end of the 

previous year. Paper Plus Morrinsville sells stationary packs on behalf of our school. The lists are 

available via our school app and on our website. 

 

 

 



STUDENT HEALTH & WELL BEING 

Illness and Accidents at School – If a child becomes ill at school, we shall endeavour to get in 

touch with you or the emergency contact listed on the enrolment form. If we are unable to do 

so, we will use our discretion about seeking medical aid and advice.  

 

Health - All parents fill in the personal record of health for each of their children on enrolment. If 

these details change, please keep us updated by contacting the school office.  If a child suffers 

from any allergy or is prone to sudden illness, the school should be notified. Where appropriate, 

medication e.g. allergy medication, asthma inhaler, etc. should be handed into the school 

office and will require documentation to be completed accordingly as below.   

 

Dental – Most students attend the Community Dental Clinic on Moorhouse Street and 

communication is managed directly between the clinic and parents. Parents are welcome to 

contact the Dental Nurse regarding dental care and development. Phone 0800 825 583 

 

Hearing and Vision – This happens routinely through hearing and vision technicians who visit 

school on a regular basis. For any enquiries regarding 

hearing and vision or testing, contact the school office.  

 

Administering of Medication – Consent forms are available at the school office to be completed 

if it is necessary for the office staff to administer medication to your child. Medicine will not be 

administered without prior consent; therefore, parents need to sign the form and leave clearly 

labelled medicine at the office. For serious or life-threatening conditions that the school should 

be aware of, please contact the Principal.  

 

Pastoral Care - For matters that involve general well-being, or if you wish to discuss concerns 

regarding your child’s welfare, please contact the Principal, on 07 889 5306. 

 

Concerns - If parents or caregivers have any issues or concerns, these should be addressed in 

the first instance to the person that it concerns, or the classroom teacher. If following discussions, 

the issue is unresolved, the next points of contact are the Deputy Principal, Simone Campbell or 

the Principal, Andrea Devane.  

If your concern is still not addressed, then you are invited to write to The Board of Trustees 

Chairperson. This needs to be received seven days prior to a Board meeting. More information 

on how to access our concerns and complaints policy can be found on our school website.  

 

Students Leaving School - If, for any reason, parents need to collect students from school, it is 

necessary for the parent to sign the child out at the office.  

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

At St. Joseph’s, we believe every student has the potential to lead and make a difference.  

 

Our Senior Student Honours Programme encourages students to challenge themselves and earn 

points across academic, service, sporting, and cultural areas.  

 

Leadership opportunities also include our Student Leader Roles which are applied for, and 

Student Council, where students have a voice in school decisions. We also have roles such as 



Playground Angels, who help create a positive and inclusive play environment. With a wealth of 

other leadership experiences available, we empower our students to develop confidence, 

responsibility, and a heart for service… LIVING MISSION! 

 

SUN SAFETY 

St Joseph’s Catholic School is an accredited Sun Smart School. Guidelines for Term 1 and Term 4. 

Children are required to wear a school approved sunhat when they are outside, and / or taking 

part in school activities. The school operates a ‘no hat’ play in the shade policy.  

 

TRANSITIONING TO SCHOOL   

Click the link to find out more if your child is about our New Entrant Transitioning. 

 

UNIFORM 

The correct uniform should be worn at all times. If this is not possible, a written explanation must 

be provided. Formal school uniform is worn to Mass and for off-site activities not involving sport.  

 

Hair is expected to be tidy. Shoulder length hair must be tied back with hair ties, clips or 

headbands. Hair accessories should be plain or match a colour in the uniform.  

 

Nail polish and jewellery is not to be worn, with the exception of one pair of studs or sleepers in 

the ears, a cross, a watch (NOT A SMART WATCH), or item of cultural significance.  

 

Our school uniform can be purchased from Harry’s Surf & Street, 117 Thames St, Morrinsville 

 

See full list of uniform requirements at back of info booklet.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LpkNdykFa412JOPTk54ZBihGRe5skjVXL15_sigEGxg/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.sy6yepok2m89


         

VISITING SCHOOL - DON’T FORGET TO ‘SIGN IN’! 

If you intend to spend some time at school in the classroom or for other school related activities, 

please remember to sign in at the school office for safety reasons.  

 

WEBSITE 

Our school website is http://www.stjoes.school.nz 

 

YEAR 8 RETREAT  

A one-day retreat is held in the last two weeks of the school year for our Year 8 leavers. It will be 

a special day with the programme being organised by the Principal and DRS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

YEARS 1 - 6 

Girls Uniform 
St Joseph’s Maroon polo and Tartan Skort 
Outerwear:  Regulation Navy polar fleece or  
                    Regulation Navy Jacket         or both 
 

Boys Uniform 
St Joseph’s Maroon polo and Navy Shorts 
Outerwear:  Regulation Navy polar fleece or  
                    Regulations Navy Jacket       or both 
 

        

YEARS 7 - 8 
Girls Uniform 
St Joseph’s White Blouse and Tartan A-Line Skirt 
Outerwear:  Regulation Navy polar fleece   or  

Regulation Navy Jacket           or both 
 

Boys Uniform 
St Joseph’s Checked Blue Collared Shirt and Navy 
Shorts (same as Years 1 – 6 boys) 
Outerwear:  Regulation Navy polar fleece   or 
                    Regulation Navy Jacket           or both 
 

 

SEASONAL ITEMS 
Summer (Terms 1 and 4) 

• Footwear:  Black Sandals (no jandals or slip-ons) 

• Navy regulation full brimmed hat 
 
Winter (Terms 2 and 3) 

• Footwear:  Black covered shoes (no boots) 

• Socks:   Regulation Navy socks (girls’ and boys’ styles, available only from Harry’s)  

• Yr 7 & 8 only – Alternate to socks – black opaque pantyhose – not to be worn for PE 

• Optional:   Regulation navy blue track pants can be worn as part of the daily PE uniform over 
regulation black PE shorts (not to be worn to and from school). 
 

  

SPORTS UNIFORM (ALL AGES) 
Top:   Regulation maroon PE top 
Bottoms:   Plain black, non-branded shorts 
Optional for Girls:  Longer plain black bike shorts may be worn. 

 

 
  
Examples of our old uniform able to be worn until Term 2 2027.  These items may be available in our second-hand uniform section. 


